College of Biological Sciences

Educational Policy Committee Meeting 

Friday, January 20, 2006

Present:  
Stuart Goldstein (Chair), Sue Wick, Paul Siliciano, Leslie Schiff, Frank Barnwell, Jane Phillips,  Martha Flanders, Ronda Farah, Sarah Corrigan, Robin Wright, Jean Underwood

Not Present:
Tealman Bjoraker, Andrea Kalis

1.  Minutes from the meeting on 11-18-05 were distributed via email by Jean Marie Lindquist. The minutes were reviewed and changes suggested.  Jane Phillips moved to approve the minutes, and Dr. Schiff seconded the motion.
2.  Old Business:  Should the Chem 2301 prerequisite be enforced for registration in BioC 3021?  

Dr. Siliciano explained that the instructors of BioC 3021 met and unanimously agreed that enforced prerequisites would be a guardrail, not a roadblock, to students taking the course if they weren’t prepared.

Dr. Wick asked if transfer students would be at a disadvantage because they may not have the prerequisite on their record at the time they’re registering for classes.  Dr. Wright explained that the U of M on-line registration system can’t recognize transfer courses or AP credit as a prerequisite.  This means all students with a Chem 2301 or Biol 1009 course equivalent from outside the U of M system would need a permission number to register.
The instructors of BioC 3021 would be willing to give out the number of permission numbers that would be required in order to ensure student success, even if that number was relatively high. Jane Phillips asked if instructors could provide a 24 hour response time during registration.  Dr. Siliciano stated that currently they would.

Dr. Wright provided an overview of her analysis of the data regarding student performance in BioC 3021.  She found no significant difference in the performance of students with or without Chem 2301 completed.
Rogene Schnell will be able to develop an online test that quizzes students on the topics that they need to be prepared for particular classes.

Dr. Schiff suggested that this scenario speaks to a larger issue in the CBS curriculum.   Some basic information is not recalled from earlier coursework when students take her prerequisite quiz, and student grades are correlated with success on the quiz.

Dr. Siliciano would like to change registration so that BioC 4521 requires BioC 4331 as a prerequisite.  

Jane Phillips suggested that the best time to quiz students might be at the end of Chem 2301.  Sarah Corrigan stated that testing them at the end of organic rather than the beginning of BioC 3021 would allow students to change their registration in a timely fashion.

The problem may be that students simply aren’t retaining what is taught in Chem 2301.  Many CBS students take Chem 2301 in the fall, Chem 2302 + 2311 in the spring, and BioC 3021 the following fall.

Dr. Wright asked in conclusion if there are any BioC faculty who would be willing to research the problem of student success and prerequisites, and Dr. Siliciano said that he would search for volunteer faculty in the department.
Dr. Schiff shared her strategy for helping her student determine their preparation for MicB 4141W/4171: List the prerequisite(s) for the course in the syllabus, review it on the first day of class, and give students an assignment to draw a concept map on the first day of class.  Give a quiz on the second day of class and follow up with them if they don’t do well. 

Sarah Corrigan suggested that the prerequisite/sequence issue might be helped by allowing students to take Biol 4003 and 4004 together.

Other solutions were discussed, including providing additional tutoring by undergraduate tutors, and having the online pre-quiz include a tutorial component that teaches students the topics they don’t remember or didn’t learn.

3.  New Business: Waitlist and Course Access Issues

Should seats be held for transfer students?  What are the larger issues with course access, priority registration for CBS students in CBS courses?  CBS is running out of resources in terms of rooms and TAs, given the rising popularity of careers in biology and the health sciences.
Jane Phillips would like to restrict access to CBS students only for Biol 1002W if more sections can’t be offered.

The CBS Waitlist Policy needs to be reviewed and given a final approval. Sarah Corrigan will send her suggestions to Jane Phillips, who will modify the waitlist document and send it back for Committee review.

Priority registration for CBS students in CBS courses is a separate issue that needs to be addressed as needed in the future for high-demand courses.

A larger issue that needs to be addressed regarding course access is setting academic standards for Inter College Transfer admissions. Current admission requirements are one semester of calculus, general chemistry with lab, general biology with lab, and a cumulative GPA of 2.0.  Under the current admission requirements students are being admitted on probation or even suspension from another UMTC college.  These students often continue to struggle academically after admission to CBS.  A holistic review process such as the one being used for NAS transfer students would be an improvement.
Meeting adjourned
