EDUCATIONAL POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING

Friday, February 20, 2009

3:00-5:00 pm

3-104L MCB Bldg/Biology Library Conference Room

Minneapolis Campus
Committee Members:

Present: Brett Couch, Stu Goldstein, Leslie Schiff,  Sarah Corrigan, John Soechting, Jane Phillips,  Sue Wick, Nick Beerman, Rogene Schnell, Nikki Letawsky Shultz, Jean Underwood, Robin Wright, Bob Brambl

Not Present: Elizabeth Lockamy, Sam Stevens, Jim Cotner, Mike Mertensotto, Paul Siliciano
   1.  Approve minutes from January 23, 2009 meeting 

Minutes Approved Unanimously

2.  Old Business 


A.  Proposal for Cell Physiology ANSC/BIOL/PHSL/4xxx/5xxx (Sue Wick)

Melissa Palmer has worked hard to address the issues raised by the EPC in the previous meeting and this seems to have improved the course.  Melissa will be responsible for BIOL 4700 while Scott O’Grady will be responsible for the ANSC and PHSL course designators.  The two separate courses will meet in the same room when appropriate and at other times the students enrolled in the 5000 level courses will work on their own. 

The course appears unique although some overlap with endocrinology was identified.  Individual departments will need to decide if this course will be a part of majors.  This would be a good choice for an advanced cell biology course for students in BMBB.  

The EPC would like to see an example reading list and suggested text examples of texts before approving the course. 


The committee voted for a tentative approval of the course pending a review of the reading list and texts. 

Approved unanimously 


B. Proposal for new Number for Sehoya’s Section of BIOL1001 


Due to the differences between Sehoya’s special topic version of BIOL1001 and the standard version of BIOL1001, a new course number is required to: i) inform students of the differences between the special topics version and standard versions and ii) to comply with liberal education requirements.


The committee unanimously approved assigning a course number of BIOL 1003 to Sehoya’s course.

 3.  New Business

A.  Allow more than 1 credit for Biol 3700? (Sue Wick)

The main advantage of allowing BIOL3700 courses to be offered for more than one credit is that it could facilitate development of 2000 and 3000 courses.  Faculty could offer a version of a course under development as a seminar.   The current limitation of 1 credit means that faculty are limited in the amount of material that can be covered and the ability to try out a full blown course as a seminar.  

The change would not affect the number of credits students can use towards graduation; only 3 credits can count for graduation. 

The committee voted unanimously to allow BIOL 3700 to be offered for 1 to 3 credits.

B. Behavioral Consultation Team (Nikki Letawsky Shultz)

In the wake of a number of violent incidents on college campuses over the past few years, the University of Minnesota has assembled a Behavioral Consultation Team (BCT) for dealing with issues of disturbing or potentially violent behavior by students.  Nikki passed out cards with contact information for the BCT.  As well, the University has some suggested language for syllabi concerning student mental health.  Nikki will look into having links to the BCT added to faculty and staff myU pages. 


  C.  Deans' Scholars Biol 3201 and 3202 proposals (Nikki Letawsky Shultz)
The Dean’s Scholars program was designed for NHS students to help develop leadership and service skills and has been offered since the fall of 2007.  The first year is an introduction to leadership concepts.  Students are assigned to peer mentoring groups and meet on a monthly basis.  Students then participate in a service project during the spring semester.  In the second year students take a career planning class, a leadership and service class and engage in 20h of community service.  Common community service activities are volunteering at HCMC, teaching or volunteering in nursing homes.  In the third year, students working as peer mentors for first years.  A leadership practicum course for 1 credit is offered in the third year to train students to be peer mentors. 

One of the difficulties with the program is that it is not always clear to students the order of courses offered and how they fit together to make a complete program.  Currently, courses have a BIOL designator that results in courses within the Dean’s scholars program being sprinkled throughout the BIOL course lists.  One proposal is to give courses within the Dean’s Scholars program a unique designator such as CBS that would place them together in course lists making it more obvious to students that the program is a suite of connected courses. 

  4.  Announcements

A.  UM Rochester Update (Stu Goldstein)

Stu met with Claudia Neuhauser regarding the progress at UM Rochester.  The program development and hiring seems to be on track.  They have hired 3 tenure track PhD’s looking for a total of 4 more tenure track faculty.  They are also interviewing for postdoc positions and teaching specialists (lab techs).  So far the program has about 150 applications but does not provide distance learning.

B.  CLE Environmental Theme 

Many courses offered through the BIOL program will not qualify for the CLE environmental theme designation.  The EPC wants to make sure there are some environmental courses in CBS.  One of Jim Cotner’s courses may qualify as an environmental theme and he will help EEB check through their courses for others that will qualify under the new rules.

C. The writing board did not approve the writing intensive version of directed research.  The proposal was revised and sent back to the committee by Sue.

D. Undergraduate Program Review 

As part of the Undergraduate Program Review, the review committee would like to videotape of classroom interactions with students for analysis.

