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MINUTES FOR

EDUCATIONAL POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING

Friday, Sept. 16, 2011

2:00-4:00 pm

123 Snyder

St. Paul. campus

AGENDA

Attending:  Sue Wick,  Robin Wright,  John Ward,  Leslie Schiff,  Jean Underwood, Nikki Letawsky Shultz, Martha Flanders, Paul Siliciano, Emily Ellingson, Kelsey Navis, Beth Pettitt, Jane Phillips , Rogene Schnell, Stuart Goldstein (Chair)

Absent: James Cotner, Richard Brown


1. Approve minutes from May 13, 2011 meeting

2. Elect EPC Chair for 2011-2012 . 


The committee voted to approve Stuart Goldstein as Chair for the academic year.

3.  New Business 

A. Proposed change to registration process for directed research (Leslie, Jean & Nikki)

Registrations for directed research trickle in for many weeks, past the drop/add deadline, and often require scholastics committee approval.  The bottleneck is in steps involving approval of the directed research contract, not in finding a research mentor or in writing of the research plan by students. The process of contract approval drags on to the point of impeding the pedagogy. Some students need to be registered early in the semester for financial aid or international student status.

Allowing students to register (by permission) once they have identified their mentor was proposed.  After some discussion, the proposal was modified to include a deadline for approving the contracts, which would coincide with the drop/add registration deadline near the end of the second week of classes. Students should be encouraged to begin working on the contract with mentors prior to the start of the semester.  The deadline for submission and final approval of contracts will be specified on the contract. Inclusion of the details of the timeline that are given in the course guide and in the class schedule was recommended.

Leslie Schiff moved to clarify information within the directed research contracts so the contracts will be approved by the drop/add deadline.  The motion was seconded by Paul Siliciano, and  approved by a unanimous vote.

B.  Proceeding with new U course scheduling policies (Jean)

New process to be implemented beginning Spring 2012.  Jean will send out instructions for a new course scheduling tool. It would be helpful to know course schedules for Fall 2012 and Spring 2013 in time to do teaching assignments for those semesters.

C.  Allowing non-CBS courses to count for major requirements when similar CBS courses are available (Robin & Jean)

Jean will be checking with departments (majors) to see about reviewing their list of courses that count as major electives.  If an equivalent CBS course is available, it would be preferred.

5. Announcements


A.  BioC 2331 status (Paul) 

Paul reviewed the current status of BioC 2331 (Chemical Mechanisms in Biology), which was originally designed as an alternate to Organic Chemistry II (CHEM 2302).  The course will not be approved by the Chemistry department as a prerequisite for organic lab.  

The question related to CBS undergraduate majors is whether we want to maintain the requirement for three organic chemistry courses (CHEM 2301, 2302, and the lab 2311) or allow BioC 2331 to substitute for both CHEM 2301 and 2302, and to drop the requirement for the organic chemistry lab?  Committee members discussed the idea and agreed to bring the discussion to their departments.  Paul will gather additional information related to graduate and professional school requirements and admissions tests, and committee members will bring feedback from their departments to the next EPC meeting.


B.  Grade distribution data (Stu)

Grade distribution data are compiled each year by SCEP compiled by college and by course level.  CBS gives fewer A's than SCE, with the exception of 2000-level courses. These data are available in UMReports at www.umreports.umn.edu/framework/prompt.aspx?reportid=306.
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