CBS Education Policy Committee

2008-2009 Academic Year

ANNUAL SUMMARY

Curriculum Changes/Updates

AT A GLANCE…

Course
    Approved


Changed
        Dropped      Not Approved

	MicB 4131
	
	Split into two courses – MicB 4131 for Majors and Biol 4131 for Non-Micro Majors
	
	

	BioC 4325
	X
	Lecture only.  Lab portion of course will be a separate course - Biol 2004
	
	

	MicB 4225
	X – Micro majors will not be able to get credit for both MicB 4225 and GCD 4015
	
	
	

	Biol 4993/4993W and 4994/4994W
	X
	
	
	

	Biol 2993/2994
	
	
	
	X – Proposal was dropped.  EPC not interested in establishing research courses at the 2000 level.

	Biol 1001
	X – Topics course equivalent to Biol 1001
	Must complete BioC 3021 or 4331, Biol 4003, 4004
	
	

	Math 1281 and 1282
	
	
	X
	

	Phcl 4001
	
	
	
	X


Pre-requisite for upper division BIOL courses

BIOL 2003, Foundations of Biology II, will be listed as a prerequisite for upper division BIOL courses.
Split Biol 2003, Foundations of Biology II, into separate lecture and lab courses.  Biol 2003 will be the lecture portion of Foundations of Biology II and Biology 2004 will be the lab portion of the course.
BioC 5225, Graduate Laboratory in NMR Techniques

The proposal for Biochem 5225 was approved unanimously. 
Biol 4XXX Itasca Course Proposal/Ent 4861, Aquatic Insects
The course proposal for 4XXX/ ENT 4861 Aquatic Insects was approved unanimously.

Changes in Plant Biology Core Requirements
The Plant Biology Curriculum Committee revised requirements for Plant Biology majors.  Electives that are no longer taught have been removed from the requirements list.  An important change in the core requirements is that students will be required to take biochemistry, genetics and cell biology. 
Math 1281 and 1282, Calc w/ Biological Emphasis I and II
Schedule conflicts are making it nearly impossible for students to register for both Math 1281 and Biol 2002 during the same semester.  The consensus of EPC is that the biology components of Math 1281 and Math 1282 have diminished and that both courses should no longer be offered.   The committee voted unanimously that Robin Wright should write to David Frank and ask that Math 1281/1282 be eliminated. 
Phcl 4001, Mechanisms of Drug Action and Phcl 3100, Premed/Life Sci. Pharmacology

Phcl 3100 was discussed as a possible elective course in CBS majors. Since it does not go into as much detail regarding mechanisms and other topics as Phcl 4001 the course was rejected for consideration.

New or Revised Policies

Independent and Distance Learning (IDL) for CBS Resident Students

CBS students must receive special permission to register for the Independent and Distance Learning (IDL) version of BioChemistry 3021, Biology 4003 (Genetics) and Biology 4004 (Cell Biology) core CBS courses. If in the future, other core courses are added to the curriculum, they will be subject to this policy. Access to these core classes in the curriculum is restricted to students who can demonstrate a solid academic foundation for success in an IDL course and have a compelling academic reason to engage in off-campus learning.  Requests will be denied from students who are currently on probation, have previously received a D or F in the course, either on-campus or through IDL, and whose registration would exceed 20 credits with the added course.  Effective date of policy, January 1, 2008.
Inter-College Program Students (ICP) and CBS Minors

ICP students are no longer allowed to declare a CBS minor if they have a concentration in life sciences.  There is the potential fo too much course overlap.
Implementation of New Course Sequence – Biol 2002-2003, Foundations of Biology I and II: Exemption Clause

Students who were admitted to CBS prior to fall 2007 and who took BIOL 1001 prior to fall 2007 but have not taken BIOL 1002, can take BIOL 1009 to complete their introductory biology sequence.  CBS students who were admitted Fall 2007 must take BIOL 2002.  Non-CBS majors can receive credit for both BIOL 1001 and 1009 as of fall 2007.
AP Biology

After much discussion, it was the consensus of EPC that AP biology should count for the liberal education Biology requirement.  Biology 1009 is most similar in content and scope to AP biology.  The EPC had previously reviewed the issue of equivalency and decided that AP biology should count as BIOL 1009.  EPC moved to re-commit to the existing policy that a score of 3,4 or 5 would count for 4 credits in Biology 1009 (General Biology) and would fulfill the biological science/lab requirement. 
New Transfer Admission Policy for New Advanced Standing (NAS) Students

Transfer admission to CBS requires an average GPA of 2.5 in a minimum of 3 science classes that are required for graduation for a CBS major and a cumulative GPA of 2.5 or higher to be effective spring 2009.
Academic Misconduct Charge: Impacts Course Withdrawal

Students cannot evade (intentionally or unintentionally) a grade sanction by withdrawing from a course before or after the misconduct charge is reported. This also applies to late withdrawals, including discretionary late selective cancellation (also known as “one-time only” drop).

Annual Meeting for Multi-Instructor, Multi-Section Courses

The EPC voted unanimously to adopt a policy of requiring an annual meeting of all faculty members to standardize course policies, core content and pre-requisites applying to multi-instructor, multi-section courses.

Updates

EEB

Dr. Frank Barnwell stepped down as EEB Director of Undergraduate Studies effective spring semester 2007.  Jim Cotner will serve as the EEB DUGs.

University Graduation Goals
By 2012, the U of M aspires to a 60% four-year grad rate, a 75%, five-year grad rate and an 80%, six-year graduation rate.  Currently, (2006-2007) CBS has a 61.5 %, four-year graduation rate and is doing well with retention.

UM, Rochester

UM, Rochester became a coordinate campus in November 2006.  CBS has agreed to serve as an accredited sponsor for the degree program at UM, Rochester.  As an accredited college, CBS will be the responsible, degree granting institution until UMR becomes accredited in approximately five years.   The aim of the UMR curriculum is to prepare students for a variety of career tracks and provide flexibility in choosing career tracks.  There are three main tracks: i) professional schools, ii) graduate school and research and iii) a healthcare certificate (e.g. radiography).  EPC was asked and subsequently submitted a letter of support to accompany the UMR proposal for an undergraduate program to the Provost’s office.  

Reduced Textbook Costs
Professor Siliciano provided an example of a way in which it is possible to significantly reduce the cost of textbooks.  Fruitful negotiations with publishers are possible by having faculty agree to use the same textbook for a course such as BioC 3021and also agree to use the book for a fixed period of time.  
June 9, 2008 

