CBS Education Policy Committee

2010-2011 Academic Year

ANNUAL SUMMARY

Curriculum Changes/Updates

AT A GLANCE…

	Course
	Approved
	LE/WI
	Dropped 
	Changed
	Not Approved

	Biol 1010
	X
	BIO/CIV
	
	
	

	Biol 1050
	X
	ENV
	
	
	

	Biol 1101/1101W
	X
	CIV/WI
	
	
	

	Biol 2002
	
	
	
	5-6 credits
	

	Biol 2005
	X
	
	
	1-2 credits
	

	Biol 2022
	
	
	
	3-4 credits
	X

	Biol 3209
	X
	CIV
	
	
	

	Biol 3272
	X
	
	
	
	

	Biol 3700
	X
	
	
	
	

	Biol 3300
	X
	
	
	
	

	Biol 4035
	X
	
	
	
	

	BioC  2331
	X
	
	
	
	

	BioC 5213
	X
	
	
	Previously offered as BioC 8213
	

	EEB 4330
	X
	
	
	
	

	GCD 2002
	X
	TS
	
	
	

	GCD 3033
	X
	
	
	
	

	GCD 4171
	X
	
	
	
	

	MicB 3303
	X
	
	
	
	

	NSci 1001
	X
	TS
	
	
	

	NSci 1100
	Vote at Sept 2011 Mtg
	
	
	
	

	NSci 3001W
	X
	CIV-pending
	
	
	

	NSci 4100
	X
	
	
	
	

	PBio 1212
	Previously Approved
	TS pending
	
	
	

	PBio 4601
	X
	
	
	Add 5XXX level to PBio 4601
	


New Minors Proposed

Microbiology, effective Fall 2011, Approved

Pharmacology, effective Fall 2011, Approved

Toxicology, Denied

Course Titles/Numbering and Credit Changes
Biol 2002, increased credits from 5-6, effective spring 2011
Increased the number of credits for Biol 2005 from 1 to 2

Biol 3211 - Changed course title from Animal Physiology to Physiology of Humans and Other Animals.  Changing PCAS to include language that Biol 3211 is preferred over PHSL 3051/3061
Change BioC 8213 Selected Topics in Molecular Biology to Bio 5213, effective Fall 2011

New or Revised Policies

New Bio Stats course, Biol 3272, is an acceptable option for fulfilling the second quantitative requirement for those majors who have approved course options besides Calc II.
The policy regarding double majors and double dipping of biology courses requires enforcement of what is already in place for the Biology major:  a minimum of 11 upper division credits in courses with a CBS designator, from the list of approved courses.  Students should not be allowed a to use a smaller number of CBS credits by substituting courses from other units.

Sunset Policy: Biology major. Upper-division courses in the Biology major must have been taken within the past 7 years to be accepted without question. Courses completed more than seven years ago must be reviewed to determine, what if any thing, should be done to update student knowledge in that area.
Readmission Guidelines

New Policy: Students wishing to return to the College of Biological Sciences after a leave of more than 5 years are not eligible for automatic readmission. Students must petition the CBS Scholastics Committee for readmission to the College of Biological Sciences.  

Updates

Biology 3700 – Research Seminars in Biology

This new course was a great success. Students attended research seminars and reported on the lectures to others in the class. This model could be used across CBS to support and provide guidance to students as they explore the work of UM researchers. It offered students and faculty with a very flexible and effective format. There is a possible interest in creating an honors section.
WEC and WI

Professor Schiff presented the CBS Writing Plan that has been developed through the WEC process.  It was approved by the EPC.  The EEB Writing Plan was presented to EPC and it was suggested that this plan be the model for implementation of the CBS Writing Plan as a whole.

Directed Research/Studies contracts have been revised to provide more detailed, explicit instructions to students.  A Moodle site has been developed to capture Dir Res/Studies WI papers and additional support to student is also being offered.  More resources will be available in the coming year.  Students Dir Res/Studies WI papers will be analyzed as a part of the CBS Writing Plan.

CBS needs to offer more WI options for students.  Currently 25% of students graduate without meeting the formal UM WI policy.   More courses need to be developed or possibly current lab courses could be revised so they meet WI standards.  Dr. Schiff will work with faculty interested in creating WI courses.

Submission of WI Directed Research/Directed Studies courses is the responsibility of individual faculty/mentors.  The procedure is for final papers to be submitted to the Moodle site, the DUGs approves for departmental policy, and then the faculty member submits the grade.

BIOL Designator
Jane Phillips clarified that historically the BIOL designator has been applied to a “core” course.  But, it is important to understand that the BIOL designator does not mean that the course is a part of the Biology Program.

Focus Areas within Biology Major
This idea that was offered by the CBS “Blue Ribbon Commission” was reviewed and discussed.  Proposed tracks include Computational Biology, Human Biology and a revised Biology Major Core.  No action was taken because it was determined that the Biology Major Advisory Committee must consider the issue before it comes to EPC.
Research Seminars
Fall 2010, a new course was introduced that exposed students to the seminars that are offered across campus.  Students attended departmental seminars and then discussed what they had learned with other students in the class.  This model is easy to replicate and provides an outstanding opportunity for students to learn about research activity on campus.
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