EDUCATIONAL POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING

Friday, October 25, 2013
2:00-4:00 pm

CBS Dean's Conference Room, 123 Snyder Hall 

St. Paul Campus
AGENDA

Present: David Kirkpatrick, Leslie Schiff, Fumiaki Katagiri, Martha Flanders, Sue Wick, Sehoya Cotner, Nikki Letawsky Shultz, Jean Underwood, Paul Siliciano, James (Jim) Cotner, Taylor Boyle, Stefanie Weisneski, Daniel Romero
Absent: Robin Wright, Bob Meisel, Rogene Schnell, Salman Ikramuddin, Katherine Kelsey, Meaghan Thul, Jane Phillips
1. Approve minutes from September 20, 2013 meeting
Approved.
2. Old Business

· NCSI 3100 class approved.
· SLO’s/syllabi request plus exam schedule request
Update: We are beginning to copy exams for the University Accreditation. Many exams will be finals, and some faculty will be providing us with a spreadsheet of the student’s raw exam scores. We are finding this to be a very doable task, and we don’t foresee any major issues. 
3. New Business 
· Discussion of new course offered by Pharmacology  (Daniel Romero) PHCL 4100

We are administrators for Pharmacology minor. 
Overview: 
Fourteen meetings per semester. There are two enforced pre-requisites for this course- PHCL 2001 or PHCL 4001, and PHCL 3100, and BioC 3021 or BioC 4331 (or equivalent). Designed for senior students who are in the minor program and have already taken the two core courses AND the survey course. Offered in the fall and spring. Tried not to have duplication with other courses, and the feedback seems like there isn’t much overlap. This course involves a lot of technologies that the students will become familiar with, and can get their hands wet with pharmacological assays. This course is not required for the minor. Only two core courses are required with six additional credits of coursework. Jackson Hall (lab location) can accommodate 12 students in lab, so will start small and expand if there is more student interest, but for now this course will only be offered to minors. Reminder to complete the SLOs that are asked in ECAS. They are slightly different from the SLOs from CBS. Must also enter the lack of duplication documents from various departments. 
There was a question about the screening process to declare a minor. Students can go online and declare a minor, but in order to do so, they first have to complete the two course cores required by the minor. Also, most minors have a grade point threshold of 2.5 GPA. It is difficult to set the bar above a 2.5 GPA as this then creates course access issues. 
Vote: Course approved.
· Discussion of Scholastic Dishonesty data (Nikki Letawsky Shultz)

Overview:

The Counsel for Undergrad Education creates reports of Scholastic Dishonesty by college, and the number in CBS seems fairly low. We believe there is a higher instance rate, than reporting rate. It seems like there is hesitation to report to The Office of Student Conduct and make a file for the student. Some professors deal with these instances informally. Jean agrees that these numbers are very low, as she has been involved with more cases than these number represent. It is important that faculty and instructors report instances, otherwise there are no consequences for this, and student may end of with a second or third offense, because they aren’t reported. If a professor sees it, it must be reported. It’s important to note that if only one account of scholastic dishonesty occurs, the student won’t necessarily be affected. However, in order to ensure this doesn’t continue to happen, everything must be reported. There was a survey about medical schools being concerned about potential academic integrity violation, and admissions said this wasn’t an issue or a deal breaker. This also applied to law school applications.
Action:

Nikki will go to faculty meetings and discuss this topic, as some faculty are cynical about the entire process. She will also touch on the appropriate process for registering an offense so that faculty are aware of the protocol. Afterwards, the DUGs will follow up with their faculty. 
Note: 

Biol 1805 course does have scholastic dishonesty unit, which informs students of the forms of scholastic dishonesty, and also the possible repercussions. However, the transfer students who do not take Biol 1805 are not receiving this information, and they need it. 
· Biol 34xx- Evolution at Itasca Course Proposal (Sehoya Cotner)

Overview:

There is no Evolution course offered during the summer term at Lake Itasca. Field Zoology is offered, but there is very small enrollment because the target population is mostly freshmen and sophomores who are not ready to be gone for five weeks during summer. During the summer term, not all students at Lake Itasca are from UMN. This upper level Evolution course would be appealing to students that don’t otherwise have a course like this offered at their institution. The goal is to try to recruit students up to Itasca that otherwise wouldn’t normally go to Itasca. Doesn’t want this course to compete with the courses already up there and would need to determine which days to offer this class, whether that be the same days as the Ecology course or the same days as the Behavior course. This course would be very similar to the Evolution course offered at UMN. It will offer similar readings, and examples, but it won’t take away from enrollment on campus, because this would serve as a field lab option. We need at least 10 students to enroll. The schedule would be five weeks, twelve, eight hours days, and conclude by July 1st so students can still work the remainder of the summer. Also, an added bonus is that students who are already up at Itasca have other options available to them such as directed study and research. 

Itasca Scholarships: Issue with the timeliness in which these are awarded. Students don’t find out until late in the spring whether or not they have received an award. By this time, students usually have made other plans to work or study during the summer. This is an issue with Itasca, but we should talk to them about this. 

Action: Vote approved.  We need to advertise early so students can make summer plans.
· Beer Brewing Course (Jim Cotner)
This course will be taught in the spring, but there are some liability issues with serving alcohol on campus, that need to be sorted out. He should talk to CFANs about their wine tasting course and see how these liability issues were handled. This course needs to be restricted to 21 years or older. We can screen students that are interested in the course, to make sure they are over 21 years old, and then grant permission numbers for students to enroll. Student Services can also link a certain permission number to a student’s ID number so students are not giving out permission numbers to students under 21 years old. 
4. Announcements
· Special Topic Course - Epigenetics (David Kirkpatrick)
Nathan Springer will be teaching this as a special topics course; 5xxx level course geared towards undergrads. Seven-week model for more focused course, with two offerings per semester, and could coordinate the seven-week time frame so students can go from one course to the next course in sequence. If it works well, this could be a model for upper level courses that faculty may want to teach. Possibility of doing lab based courses using seven-week model, which could provide more diverse research experiences for students. Faculty could even team up on related topics to offer back-to-back seven-week courses. 
· Two policy implication changes (Leslie Schiff)

Students who are on academic probation can’t register for directed research except by petition, and students needing prior research experience in lab before taking directed research for ‘W’ will also have to petition.  This wouldn’t be true for writing intensive directed studies. 

· Directed research/directed studies updates (Jean Underwood)

The DUG's met to discuss streamlining the directed research/directed studies process.  There has been increased interest in recent years in better managing and tracking student participation and progress in these courses.  One of the topics that was discussed was the practice of setting up multiple sections prior to enrollment.  This practice has made it difficult to know who is doing directed research/studies and also presents a false picture of the number of sections needed to accommodate students participating in these courses. 
The DUG's agreed to adopt the process of having only one section per course number.

We are putting the DUGs name down as course instructor for each section.

Vote: Approved. 
· Special topics course coming out of EEB-Intro to Statistical Thinking with Michael Travisano. 
This is a special topics course that will run with the option of turning it into a course if it is successful. Michael should talk to EPC about course duplicity because there are a lot of stats courses at the 3xxx or 4xxx level. However, special topics courses don’t need EPC approval. He must figure out who this class is serving, and if this population is also served by another stats course. The EPC needs to provide him feedback on this course, especially if wants to offer this on a larger scale in the future. Jim Cotner will talk to him about this. 

