
North plot

South plot

Main IBSL 
Campus

Outside State Park
Manipulative science options

Fewer restrictions 

Inside State Park
Mostly observational science

More restrictions
25% of MN’s old growth is in here!

Research & Demonstration Plots



North Plot – 19 acres; 7.7 hectares



entrance

 To Iron Springs Bog parking   Iron Springs Bog (SNA) restricted permit-science ONLY!

Meadow

Tamarack/Ash/Orchid
Wetland

Fir/Aspen/Ash

Forest

Meadow

Wetland



South Plot – 44 acres; 17.8 hectares
Research Area



Entrance
4x4 best

Equipment shed/
Screen porch

Meadow

Aspen/Fir

Pine 
upland

Aspen/Fir

Aspen/Fir/Ash

Maple/Oak 
upland

Forest

Meadow

Wetland

South Plot – Itasca (44 acres; 17.8 hectares)



Soils - North/South Plots – Itasca        approximates/dominants

Alfisol;
Lengby
surface pH
6.6

Alfisol;
Sugarbush
surface pH 6.0

Histisol; 
Mooselake

Alfisol; Two inlets
surface pH 6.5

Alfisol;
Sugarbush
surface pH 6.0

Alfisol;
Sugarbush
surface pH 6.0Alfisol;

Sugarbush
surface pH 
6.0

Alfisol;
Beltrami loam
 pH 6.5

Alfisol;
Beltrami loam
surface pH 6.5

Entisol;
Eagleview
surface pH 6.5

Adapted and mapped using data from https://casoilresource.lawr.ucdavis.edu/gmap/

https://casoilresource.lawr.ucdavis.edu/gmap/
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