CBS Education Policy Committee

2011-2012 Academic Year

ANNUAL SUMMARY

Curriculum Changes/Updates

AT A GLANCE…

	Course
	Approved
	LE/WI
	Dropped 
	Changed
	Not Approved

	Biol 3272/5272
	X 
	
	
	Offer one combined section
	

	Biol 3408
	X
	WI
	
	Increased credits by 1
	

	Biol 3409
	X
	WI
	
	Increased credits by 1
	

	Biol 3411
	X
	WI
	
	Increased credits by 1
	

	Biol 3407
	X
	
	
	Inactivated
	

	Biol 4004W
	X
	
	
	
	

	EEB 35XX
	
	
	
	
	

	EEB 5146
	X
	
	
	Cross listed with FR 5146 and PA 5146
	

	EEB 5372
	X
	
	
	
	

	NSci 1100
	X
	
	
	
	


NSci minor approved
New or Revised Policies
Directed Studies/Research

Directed Studies and Research contracts will be due by the tenth day of the semester.  For years, contracts have trickled in for many weeks into the semester.   This practice has made it hard to manage the program and often means that expectations haven’t been clearly articulated at the start of the experience.  A culture change is needed and communication with students will be increased.  In addition, CBS IT will create a form that will allow for easy extraction of data.
Late Registration for Directed Research/Studies
DUGSs can grant permission numbers for late registration for Directed Research/Students in cases where the deadline had been missed because delays beyond the student’s control. A set of guidelines to define conditions under which this route could replace petitioning the Scholastics Committee for late registration is available.
Classroom Scheduling Policy
Classroom Scheduling Policy has changed to allow only 3 percent of classes to be scheduled during any one- time slot.  Implementation slated to begin Spring 2012.

Quantitative Requirement

BioC 2331 satisfies the quantitative requirement for Biol majors.

Duane Nykamp, Math dept., is developing a one-semester math course, Math 1241 Calculus and Dynamical Systems in Biology, to better meet the needs of biology students.  It is focused on biological modeling.  He sought input from EPC about content to cover in the course.

It will be offered for the first time, fall 2012.
Chemistry

Lab courses for Chem 1021 and 1022 will become stand-alone courses.  Student will need to register for both a lecture and lab section in the future.

Readmitting Students

CBS will automatically readmit students who have been previously enrolled in CBS and have been continuously enrolled at the U.
Scholastics Committee and Course Substitutions 
Short calculus and non-calculus based physics are routinely coded as equivalent to the CBS required math and physics courses from new transfer students.  EPC approves the process by which the Scholastics Committee makes these decisions.
Foundations of Biology Exemptions 

In 2007 the EPC voted on a temporary exemption from the complete Foundations series for transfer students with BIOL 1009.  Transfer students would take one of the two foundations courses depending on the topics covered in the BIOL1009 equivalent. CBS freshman were still expected to complete foundations.  The temporary exemption expires this year but it is possible there may not be enough seats in fall for both incoming and transfer students.  There are 98 seats available in 2002.  There are 120 transfer students anticipated in fall, although the majority will not need 2002 the exact number will not be determined until evaluation of transfer credits is complete. 

EPC extended the Foundations exemption for 1 more year due to limitations of enrollment in 2002/2003 

Updates and Discussion Topics
Common Time and Guilds
Starting Fall 2012, incoming freshmen will be assigned to Guilds which are 60-70 student groups.  Group meetings will be facilitated by a faculty adviser, CBS adviser and 2 peer mentors.  Guild meetings will be held during Common Time and attendance will be mandatory.  Common Time will be held from 12:20-1:10 on Fridays.  Guild meetings, information seminars, and other events will be held during Common Time.  The impetus for this new program is the success of the Dean’s Scholar program.
Writing enriched curriculum CBS 

A WEC analysis was presented to EPC.  The analysis project intended to determine the amount and type of writing activities that are incorporated in CBS undergraduate laboratory courses. The CBS faculty-created objectives for writing abilities served as a foundation for this analysis. The analysis covered solely printed materials provided by personnel involved with each lab.  It appeared that many of the weaknesses identified could be addressed in the lab courses and seemed to center on issues of how to present data appropriately in tables, figures and charts.

Biol 2001 
The question posed was whether Biol 2001, Career Planning for Biologists, should become a required course for all CBS students.  Currently it is required of all transfer students  - NAS.  After many discussions, it EPC was not in favor of requiring it but as listing it as a recommended course or of requiring it but providing an opt-out option for students.  

Active Learning

Sehoya Cotner presented information about her technology-enhanced project that uses vodcasts as a learning strategy in her zoology course.  It was suggested as a part of this discussion that the college designate a point person for developing ideas related to active learning strategies.  Additional suggestions for promoting more active learning included:
· Creating a clearinghouse of faculty names and strategies they have used in the classroom
· Incorporating a brief introduction and review of resources at department meetings
· Illustrating one or more strategies via the “rolling videos” that are seen on monitors around campus
· Making information and resources available to postdocs, graduate students, and TAs.

Online, interactive textbooks

Sehoya Cotner, David Fann, Nathan Spring, and Peter Tiffin are participating in a UM initiative that provides online textbooks free to charge to our students.  Offered by Mcgraw Hill.

Links to support the teaching mission in CBS

CBS launched new content on link for faculty teaching undergraduates.  It can be found on the CBS site at Resources for CBS Faculty and Staff and then from the link Undergraduate teaching resources.

Biology Major Website
A new website has been introduced for the biology major.  In addition to making it easier to find information there was a desire to separate the biology major website from the biology program website.

Keeping Websites Up-to-Date

There’s a problem that departmental websites are often out-of-date in regards to curriculum changes.  Suggested solutions included:
· Curriculum information should be to the on-line course catalog
· To assist students in checking their progress on fulfilling requirements, links should go directly to their APAS report
· Academic departments should stop listing course requirements for a major on their web sites, since these sites can easily become out of date
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