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AbstrAct

Although John Scopes and his famous “Monkey Trial” strongly influ-
enced the ongoing evolution-creationism controversy, relatively little is 
known about Scopes’s post-trial life. Moreover, many questions about his 
trial remain unanswered (e.g., did he actually teach evolution in Day-
ton?). This paper answers these questions with new information from a 
previously ignored source – his family and friends.
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 c Introduction
In the summer of 1924, recent University 
of Kentucky graduate John Thomas Scopes 
(1900–1970) had two job offers to begin his 
career as a teacher. Scopes chose the offer 
to teach and coach in Dayton, Tennessee, 
because Dayton was a small community and 
he “didn’t want to get into deep water” (Shel-
ton & Smith, 1979, 25:35–49). Within a year, 
however, Scopes was convicted of teaching 
human evolution, his teaching career was over, and he had become 
one of the most famous criminal defendants in American history.

Although the Scopes Trial (Figure 1) – which the Associated 
Press describes as one of the top 100 events of the 20th century 
(Associated Press, 2019; see also History Lists, 2019) – has been 
studied intensively by biologists, sociologists, and legal scholars 
alike, relatively few people have investigated what John Scopes did 
after his trial and year (i.e., 1924–1925) in Dayton. Scopes gave few 
interviews, and most accounts of his life simply say that he went to 
graduate school, became a geologist, shunned the press, and did 
little to promote himself or exploit his accidental fame for the rest 
of his life. According to virtually all public documents, archives, 
museum collections, and other written records, these accounts 
seem accurate. Although Scopes’s trial was accompanied by unprec-
edented amounts of hype, he remains an enigma; as historian Todd 

Hatton noted, Scopes “is the one player in the Monkey Trial that 
most people know the least about” (Hatton, 2015, 2:03). Even 
Scopes’s and James Presley’s excellent Center of the Storm: Mem-
oirs of John T. Scopes (Scopes & Presley, 1967) overlooked many 
aspects of Scopes’s life (e.g., his running for Congress after his trial). 
As Presley noted recently, “John didn’t have anything to be eagerly 
shared…. He cooperated fully with me, but it didn’t occur to him 
to spend time thinking up events for me…. [H]e said the court 

reporter couldn’t catch it all and on at least one 
occasion John looked at the recorder and saw 
him watching transfixed like everyone else” 
(Presley, 2019).

Scopes’s reluctance to talk about his expe-
riences has produced much speculation about 
the many unanswered questions regarding 
his trial and life. For example, Scopes never 
testified during his trial, and therefore was 
never asked (under oath) if he actually taught 
evolution to his students (i.e., broke the law) 
while he was substitute teaching in Dayton. 
Did Scopes really teach evolution? If so, what 
did he teach? Was he interested in evolution? 
Why did he remain silent in the 1960s when 
Susan Epperson challenged the constitutional-
ity of an anti-evolution law? What happened 

in graduate school? How did he get started in the oil industry in 
Venezuela, and why did he quit his job there? Scopes ran for Con-
gress as a socialist when he was young, but did he remain a socialist 
for the rest of his life? Why didn’t he use his undergraduate degree 
(in law) to become a teacher or lawyer? And how – if at all – could 
these and other questions be answered now, almost a century after 
Scopes’s trial, and more than half a century after his death?

 c Neglected Sources of Information: 
John Scopes’s Family & Friends
Virtually none of the many books and articles about Scopes and 
his famous trial – not even his autobiography, Center of the Storm: 
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“In every instance, 
Scopes’s family 
members were 

talkative, helpful, 
generous with their 
time, and surprised 

that I had found 
them.”
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Memoirs of John T. Scopes (Scopes & Presley, 1967) – mention, 
quote, or cite Scopes’s family and friends as sources of information. 
What did John Scopes tell them? What did they ask him about his 
trial, and what did he say? Especially overlooked sources of informa-
tion have been John and Mildred Scopes’s two sons, John T. Scopes 
Jr. (b. 1932) and the late William C. “Bill” Scopes (1936–2016; Fig-
ures 2 and 3). I assumed that Scopes’s sons and other relatives had 
never been included in books and articles because they, like John 
Scopes, were reluctant to talk to about their famous ancestor. I was 
wrong.

During the past decade, I’ve met multiple times with John Jr. 
and Bill Scopes (Figures 2 and 3), their spouses, John Scopes’s many 
great-grandnieces, and several of John Scopes’s other relatives and 
friends (Moore, 2019). I’ve attended family reunions, heard count-
less stories, examined scrapbooks, and learned much new informa-
tion about John Scopes and his trial. In every instance, Scopes’s 
family members were talkative, helpful, generous with their time, 
and surprised that I had found them. For example, John Jr., Bill 
Scopes, and Bill’s late wife, Jackie Pegues Scopes (1943–2018), told 
me that I was only the second researcher to ever meet with them.

John Scopes’s family and friends answered questions about 
which many people have speculated since Scopes’s famous trial. 
In what follows, quotations are attributed to specific people, and 
I’ve summarized other comments without quotation marks. For the 
questions discussed below, their answers were consistent, informa-
tive, and at times alternatingly inspiring and sad.

When you were growing up, what did your father tell you about his 
famous trial?

Bill: “He didn’t talk about it.”

John Jr.: “Nothing. He never brought it up.”

Jackie: “I never heard Mr. Scopes say a word about it. Not one…. 
My father is who told me about the Scopes Trial…. Bill never told 
me about his father’s trial, and I didn’t ask.”

Did you ever ask him about his trial?

Bill: “Yes, especially around the time that [the 1960 movie] Inherit 
the Wind came out [Figure 4]. He answered questions, but didn’t 
say much else. It just wasn’t a big thing to him.”

John Jr.: “No. It wasn’t important to him…. When articles came out 
about his trial, he didn’t read them. He didn’t care.”

Jackie: “No.”

Notes: Both of John Scopes’s sons learned about their father’s trial 
when they were in college, Bill in a sociology class and John Jr. in 
an English class. They both learned much more in 1967 when their 
father gave them his first two copies of Center of the Storm. Late 
in his life, John spoke only briefly to his sons about his trial. Both 
boys said their father would talk briefly with them about the trial 
if asked, but he volunteered relatively little information. With them 
as with other people, his answers were often “yes” or “no.” Presley 
noted that reporters were often befuddled by Scopes’s short, simple, 

Figure 2. John Scopes (right), William “Bill” Scopes (middle, 
in his father’s arms), and John Scopes Jr. (left) in 1936. In 
recent years, Bill, John Jr., and other relatives of John Scopes 
have provided the author with much new information about 
their famous father and his trial. Photo courtesy of Jeanette 
Gilliam Travis.

Figure 1. John Scopes (center, in bowtie), Scopes Trial 
instigator George Rappleyea (left), and Scopes’s lead counsel 
John Randolph Neal (right) in Dayton, Tennessee, July 1925. 
In the background are Rappleyea’s car and the smokestacks 
of Cumberland Coal and Iron Company (formerly Dayton 
Coal and Iron Company).
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and forthright answers; one reporter told Presley that Scopes was 
“the frankest interview I’ve ever gotten.”

What prompted your father to write his memoirs?

Bill: “He was looking for something to do.”

John Jr.: “He had retired and was bored. He wanted something to do.”

Notes: In late 1958, Scopes was living in Shreveport, Louisiana, 
when James Presley – then a reporter for the Shreveport Times – 
met him at a late-night party. Five years later, Presley again con-
tacted Scopes, telling him, “Your story needs to be told.” Scopes had 
dozens of offers to cowrite his autobiography, but he chose Presley 
because he liked him and believed that “every young man needs 
a good start.” Center of the Storm, a regional bestseller that went 
through four printings, was Presley’s first book.

When you were growing up, did you know that your father was 
famous?

Bill: “No. Reporters and high school kids doing reports would occa-
sionally call our house, but he wouldn’t talk much with them. He 
was polite, but didn’t talk much with them. I didn’t think anything 
of it.”

John Jr.: “No…. Clarence Darrow came to visit us [in 1937] when 
we lived in Houston. I was too young to remember anything that 
was said, but I remember seeing a picture of Darrow and my father 
in the newspaper [i.e., The Houston Chronicle].”

Jackie: “The first time I went to Shreveport to meet Bill’s mother 
and father, I didn’t know that Bill’s father was the Scopes. Bill hadn’t 
mentioned it…. There was never any mention of any of that…. 
My parents asked me if Bill’s father was ‘The Monkey Scopes.’ I 
told them ‘no and don’t you ask him.’ My boss [O. C. Brown, at 
whose Baton Rouge law firm Jackie first met Bill] called Bill ‘Mon-
key Man’…. Mr. Scopes was intimidating…. He was always reading, 
drinking, or smoking.”

In his book, your father said that he “wasn’t sure that [he] had taught 
evolution” in Dayton (Scopes & Presley, 1967, p. 59–60). Did his 
recollection later change? Did your father ever tell you whether he 
taught evolution in Dayton?

Bill: “He never taught it.”

John Jr.: “He said he read a little from the textbook about it to the 
class.”

Notes: During an interview in 1979, Lela V Scopes (John’s older 
sister) claimed that John told her that he read “a paragraph or two” 
from the course textbook to his students (Shelton & Smith, 1979, 
27:22). The exam that John Scopes gave his students after his two 
weeks of substitute teaching included no questions about evolution 
(Moore & McComas, 2016, p. 32).

In 1924, just before being hired at Dayton, your father graduated 
from the University of Kentucky. Did he ever talk about his college 
experiences?

John Jr.: “He picked classes based on professors, not on degree-
plans. He ended up with a hodge-podge of courses and got a degree 
in law…. Like his father and Darrow, he read a lot. He was a vora-
cious reader.”

Bill: “He said he liked college. He was very bright. His IQ was 167.”

Note: Like her famous brother, Lela Scopes also chose her courses 
based on professors, not on degree-plans (Shelton & Smith, 1979, 
23:26).

Did your father ever talk about his experiences in graduate school?

Bill: “He went to graduate school in Chicago after his trial. He liked 
his courses and the work, but said that the press hounded him. He 
didn’t like that.”

Notes: John Scopes attended the University of Chicago’s Graduate 
School of Arts, Literature and Science from autumn 1925 to spring 
1927, and from autumn 1930 to winter 1931. During this time, 
Scopes was among the 23 members of Kappa Epsilon Pi recognized 
for their “excellence in geological work.” However, contrary to sev-
eral published reports, Scopes never received a graduate degree 
(Creviston, 2019).

At Dayton, your father’s primary job was coaching. Did he ever coach 
any of your sports teams when you were growing up?

Bill: “No.”

John Jr.: “No. He followed sports, but he never coached us.”

Figure 3. Bill Scopes (left) and John Scopes Jr. in 1988, 
when they operated “The Cajun Connection” restaurant in 
Chattanooga, Tennessee. Photo by Bob Nichols.

Figure 4. On October 21, 1960, Scopes (left) met with 
Stanley Kramer (right), the producer and director of Inherit 
the Wind (1960), in Los Angeles during Scopes’s tour to 
promote the movie. Photo courtesy of Department of Library 
Special Collections, MSS 419, Scopes, John Thomas, 1900–
1970, Manuscripts and Folklife Archives, Western Kentucky 
University, Bowling Green, KY.
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When you were young, did your father display any mementos from 
Dayton or his trial in your home?

Bill and John Jr.: “No.”

Notes: John and his wife Mildred kept scrapbooks filled with pho-
tos, letters, and cards, including a birthday card from his coworkers 
in Venezuela, where he worked after his trial (Figure 5; see also 
Moore & McComas, 2016, p. 106). He brought back from South 
America and elsewhere “a wheelbarrow load” of rocks that were 
kept in the basement of their neighbor in Paducah. One of the few 
trial-related items that Scopes kept was the letter from Darrow to 
Scopes informing him that his conviction had been overturned, 
thereby ending Darrow’s hoped-for appeal to the U.S. Supreme 
Court (John Jr. has that letter, as well as the key to the city given 
to Scopes in 1960 by Dayton on the 35th anniversary of the trial; 
see Moore & McComas, 2016, p. 109). Scopes’s office displayed no 
mementos from his trial; as Presley noted, “I think he would have 
felt foolish to have displayed mementos of the Dayton trial in either 
office or home. That wouldn’t have been like him. [The trial] hap-
pened. He had had a small part in it (as he saw it) and it was in the 
past” (Presley, 2019).

Why did he quit his job with Gulf Oil in Venezuela?

John Jr.: “He was fired when he wouldn’t go to Colombia and spy 
for them.”

Note: After Scopes returned to Paducah, he described himself as “a 
private in the army of the unemployed.” During this time, Scopes 
ran for Congress as a socialist because he believed that capitalism 
would soon collapse. He later worked with regulatory agencies and 
estimated the monthly oil reserves that could be used to supply the 
military.

Your father earned an undergraduate degree in law and he enjoyed 
teaching. Why did he not pursue law or teaching?

John Jr.: “He didn’t have much money and didn’t want to do the 
apprenticeship required to become a lawyer…. He was afraid that 
if he became a lawyer, he would always be compared with Darrow, 
and he couldn’t take that pressure.”

Bill: “He believed that if he became a teacher, he’d always be remem-
bered as the ‘Monkey Teacher,’ and he didn’t want that…. He didn’t 
want to be in Darrow’s or anyone else’s shadow.”

Your father believed that the issues in his trial were important, 
but that he had played only a minor role in the proceedings. What did 
he think when prominent scientists such as Henry Fairfield Osborn 
praised him and dedicated books to him (e.g., Osborn, 1925, p. iii)?

John Jr.: “Not much. He wasn’t very impressed. He never believed 
that he did anything special.”

Bill: “He didn’t want or like the spotlight. He knew that his trial 
wasn’t about him.”

George Rappleyea [see Figure 1], who instigated your father’s trial, 
spent a year [1948–1949] in prison in Texarkana, Texas, just 75 
miles from where your father lived in Shreveport. Did your father 
ever visit him?

Bill and John Jr.: “No.”

In his later years, what did your father say about people in the trial?

Bill: “Not much…. He really admired Darrow…. He just didn’t talk 
about those things.”

John Jr.: “He respected Darrow, but thought Malone was the star of 
the trial. He told me that it was Malone, not Darrow, who crucified 
Bryan at the trial.”

Did your father ever introduce you to anyone who participated in 
his trial?

Bill and Jackie: “No.”

John Jr.: “I met Clarence Darrow when I was a child when he came 
to visit my family in Houston. And I met someone whose father 
played on the football team that my father coached in Dayton. But 
no, that was it. I never met anyone else [from the trial].”

Your father ran for Congress as a socialist (Moore, 2016a, pp. 79, 
118). Given the growing popularity of socialism in the United States, 
would your father support politicians such as Bernie Sanders and 
Elizabeth Warren?

John Jr.: “No. He was a socialist when he was young, but became 
very conservative when he could think for himself. In 1968, he sup-
ported George Wallace.”

Notes: Scopes never mentioned his brief political career to Presley 
because, Presley noted, Scopes “hadn’t thought it of interest … or 
importance” (Presley, 2019). Presley suspects that Scopes ran as a 
socialist to support Norman Mattoon Thomas (1884–1968), a friend 
of Scopes’s father and six-time (beginning in 1928) presidential 

Figure 5. After quitting graduate school, Scopes worked 
for Gulf Oil in Maracaibo, Venezuela. This dinner invitation, 
signed by Scopes’s coworkers, celebrated his 29th birthday 
(August 3, 1929) with a poem titled “A Rock-Hound to a 
Fossil.” Photo courtesy of Department of Library Special 
Collections, MSS 419, Scopes, John Thomas, 1900–1970, 
Manuscripts and Folklife Archives, Western Kentucky 
University, Bowling Green, KY.
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candidate for the Socialist Party of America. Thomas was a founder 
of the National Civil Liberties Bureau, the precursor of the ACLU 
(which helped defend Scopes in Dayton). Scopes’s father, who also 
ran for public office as a socialist in 1900 and 1904 (Paducah Sun, 
1901; Evening Star, 1904), knew and hosted socialist and union 
organizer Eugene Debs, whom Clarence Darrow defended in 1894. 
In 1964, Scopes supported Barry Goldwater because “he thought 
[Goldwater] was an honest man.” As Goldwater had claimed in 
1963, Scopes told reporters in 1967 (i.e., while promoting Center of 
the Storm) that the United States would be better off if it “sawed off 
the Eastern seaboard and let it gently float out to sea” (Presley, 2019).

Was your father religious?

Bill: “No. He was raised Catholic by his mother, but he was agnos-
tic. His wedding was in a Catholic church to please mother…. Near 
the end of his life, a Catholic priest came to see him. He told the 
priest that ‘You don’t have to do this for me, but if my wife sent you, 
then come on in.’ He respected mother’s beliefs.”

Note: John’s sister Lela also described John as an agnostic (Shelton & 
Smith, 1979, 7:58).

When the movie Inherit the Wind came out, did he take you to see it?

Bill: “No.”

John Jr.: “No, but I met [Jerome] Lawrence and [Robert E.] Lee [the 
playwrights] in Chicago with Aunt Lela. I also saw it in Dayton and 
New York…. My father said that ‘[Frederic] March was Bryan, and 
[Spencer] Tracy was Tracy.’”

Jackie: “We never saw it in a theater. However, Bill, Deborah [Bill 
and Jackie’s daughter], and I went to Dayton in 1972 or 1973 as a 
spur-of-the-moment thing and saw the movie…. We did not iden-
tify ourselves when we were there.”

Notes: John and Mildred were given tickets for the New York pre-
mier of Inherit the Wind, but they gave the tickets to John Jr. The 
film, adapted from a play of the same name, fictionalizes the story of 
the “Monkey Trial.” March plays Matthew Harrison Brady (loosely 
based on William Jennings Bryan) and Tracy plays Henry Drum-
mond (loosely based on Clarence Darrow).

Did your father ever study or talk about evolution?

Bill: “No. Never.”

John Jr.: “No. My father didn’t know anything about evolution and 
didn’t care anything about it. He was interested in people being able 
to teach and learn new things. He couldn’t have cared less about 
evolution.”

Your father enjoyed a productive career in geology. Did he talk to you 
about how he got started in the oil business?

Bill: “He was hired to work in an oil field near Maracaibo, Ven-
ezuela, which is where he met mother [Mildred Walker]. He liked 
that his coworkers considered him a geologist and didn’t pester him 
about his trial.”

Many sources claim that your father never did much to promote him-
self after his trial. When you were growing up, was that true?

John Jr.: “By the early 1960s, he was bored and burned-out with his 
job. He promoted the movie [Inherit the Wind] and book [Center of 
the Storm]. I think he did a few appearances related to the movie. 
He told me that he never read the script that they sent him; he just 
signed off on it and sent it in.”

Notes: Although Scopes’s editor, Jerry Tompkins, noted that Scopes 
“did not live in his past” (Moore, 2016c, 12:40), Scopes spent much 

time in his final years promoting himself and Center of the Storm 
(Figure 6). When Center of the Storm appeared in 1967, Scopes 
told Presley, “I’ll do whatever you, Blanche [Gregory, Presley’s and 
Scopes’s agent], and the publisher want” (Presley, 2019). He went 
on promotional tours (sometimes with Presley) that included stops 
in New York, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, Texas, and California. 
He returned to Dayton at least three times (Figure 6). He appeared 
on television programs such as The Dick Cavett Show (1967), The 
Mike Douglas Show (1967), The Today Show (1967), The Tonight 
Show Starring Johnny Carson (1967), and The Merv Griffin Show 
(1967). In 1960 he traveled to promote the movie Inherit the Wind, 
and his appearance that year on the game show To Tell the Truth 
(CBS TV, 1960) included a surprise ending involving contestants 
named Darrow and Bryan (Figure 7). He also spoke on several col-
lege campuses, including at the University of Kentucky (his alma 
mater, on Pre-Law Day, February 13, 1970) and at George Peabody 
College for Teachers (now a part of Vanderbilt University, on April 
1, 1970; Moore, 2016a, p. 81). A speech at George Peabody College 
for Teachers was his last public appearance (Moore & McComas, 
2016, p. 122).

You and your brother enjoyed successful careers. What was your 
home life like when you were growing up? To what do you attribute 
your success?

John Jr.: “The credit goes to Aunt Ethel and Aunt Lela…. My par-
ents pawned us off on them…. Ethel and Lela saved [me and Bill].”

Bill: “My aunts…. Despite her trouble in Paducah, Aunt Lela held 
no grudge, never said anything bad about Paducah or the experi-
ence, and even moved back [to Paducah] later…. For a few years, 
my parents weren’t in the picture that much … [They] drank a lot. 
My mother was the meanest bitch I’ve ever known…. My first job 
was with United Gas, the same company that employed my father. 
We worked in different departments…. We drove to work together.”

Jackie: “When Bill asked me to marry him, he asked only three 
things of me: Don’t yell at me, don’t throw things at me, and don’t 
hit me like my mother did. He told me that his mother did things 
that he couldn’t talk about…. Bill and his brother revered Lela.”

Figure 6. Scopes returned to Dayton several times after 
his famous trial. This photo from 1967 shows him being 
interviewed outside the Rhea County Courthouse where the 
trial occurred. This was one of Scopes’s many appearances 
throughout North America promoting Center of the Storm: 
Memoirs of John T. Scopes (1967). Photo courtesy of Bryan 
College.



THE AMERICAN BIOLOGY TEACHER VOLUME 83, NO. 2, FEBRUARY 202194

Notes: For three of the years that John and Mildred battled alcohol-
ism while living in Shreveport, Bill and John Jr. lived with Ethel 
Elizabeth Scopes Clark (1889–1982) in Paducah, Kentucky, or with 
Lela V Scopes (1896–1989) in Winnetka, Illinois. During this time 
(i.e., when John Jr. was in grades 9–11, and Bill in grades 5–7), 
the boys saw their father “once in a while,” and their mother even 
less (e.g., one year, when the boys were living in Winnetka with 
Lela, they saw their father once, and their mother not at all). John 
Jr. said that he “couldn’t connect” with his father, and both boys 
described themselves as “distant” from their parents (e.g., John did 
not attend Bill’s wedding), but they revered Lela and Ethel. After 
their three years living with the two aunts, neither Bill nor John 
wanted to return to their parents’ home in Shreveport; as John Jr. 
said, “We were happy with Ethel and Lela. I didn’t want to go back 
[to Shreveport].”

Presley met several times with Scopes in the mid-1960s while 
working on their book. Although he “never saw John incapaci-
tated,” he often saw him “feeling good,” and Scopes described his 
first encounter with Presley as occurring at “a party where we got 
drunk together in Shreveport” (Moore, 2016c, 25:04). Bill lamented 
his mother’s excessive drinking; John Jr. described his father as “a 
happy drunk” and his mother as “an angry drunk.” On two different 
occasions, John Jr. told me that his mother often “was sick and went 
away,” and when she came home, “she and my father celebrated 
by drinking.” Scopes’s great-grandniece Lisa Rennegarbe admitted 
that “it was common knowledge in the family that Uncle J.T. had a 
drinking problem.”

Scopes liked to write. He wrote the preface to Center of the 
Storm, but Presley wrote the rest of the book. When Presley (2019) 
brought up the matter of a dedication page for the book, Scopes 
said he “didn’t see a need for one.” (Center of the Storm is the only 
one of Presley’s books without such a page.) When he died, Scopes 
was contemplating writing another book with Presley.

Why do you think John Scopes remained silent when you [Susan 
Epperson] challenged the constitutionality of a law similar to the 
one used to convict him?

Susan Epperson: “He told me that he was behind what we had 
done, but knew that if he spoke out or showed up at my trial it 
would detract from what we were doing. He agreed with everything 
we had done. He also said that reporters had offered to pay his way 
to my trial (on April 1, 1966), but he did not want to contribute to 
a circus-like atmosphere” (see also Moore, 2016c, 1:08, 1:10, 1:45; 
Moore & McComas, 2016, p. 120).

 c Other Friends & Relatives
John Scopes never spoke directly about his trial with any of his 
great-grandnieces, who all referred to him as Uncle J.T. However, 
they all heard about the trial from their family.

Lisa Rennegarbe: “It was seldom discussed…. It was not a positive 
thing for our family…. We were all proud of Uncle J.T. We were not 
embarrassed about it at all; we backed Uncle J.T., but sometimes we 
just got tired of defending what he did…. Our family [in Paducah] 
got cards and letters [about Scopes and his trial] for years after the 
trial.”

Nancy Rose: “His trial was never discussed much. It was not a good 
thing for our family…. [but] we were proud that he was part of our 
family.”

Susan Brooks: “We are proud of what Uncle J.T. did…. We simply 
had to adjust to the disapproval and suspicion by some in the com-
munity…. Even today when the trial is discussed, it is not uncom-
mon for family members … to begin a discussion with phrases like 
‘The Scopes are not atheists,’ as a way to remove the perceived ideo-
logical distance between them and us.”

Note: Susan Brooks, her family, and her relatives endured sev-
eral negative incidents related to John Scopes being their relative 
(Moore, 2020).

Most of Scopes’s great-grandnieces were too young to appreciate 
or ask their famous relative about what had happened in Dayton. 
However, Lisa Rennegarbe “realized Uncle J.T. was famous one day 

Figure 7. Late in his life, John Scopes (contestant 3 in the photo on the left, in close-up in the photo on the right) promoted 
himself and several related projects (e.g., Inherit the Wind). These photos show his appearance as a contestant on the game 
show To Tell the Truth on October 10, 1960. The celebrity panelists had to decide who among the three contestants pictured 
here was the real John Scopes. In a twist, the two “impostors” were men named Charles Darrow (contestant 1) and William 
Jennings Bryan (contestant 2). When Scopes revealed his identity, panelist Kitty Carlisle (i.e., Catherine Conn) exclaimed, “It’s 
like meeting a historical monument!”
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when I was walking through the living room and saw on the eve-
ning news that he had died. That’s when I realized that he was a big 
deal. A really big deal.” More than 40 years after his trial, Scopes 
was still getting an average of one letter per day about it (Moore, 
1998, p. 642).

References
Associated Press (2019). List of 20th century 100 top news stories. http://

www.anusha.com/top-news.htm (accessed October 9, 2019).

CBS TV (1960). To Tell the Truth, October 10. https://www.youtube.com/
watch? v=4CVH3IISko0 (accessed October 9, 2019).

Creviston, J. (2019). E-mail to Randy Moore, dated November 12, 2019, from 
Office of the University Registrar, University of Chicago.

Evening Star (Washington, DC) (1904). Official notices. December 14.

Hatton, T. (2015). I am John Scopes. https://www.youtube.com/watch? 
v=x9bhXVP06lk (accessed November 1, 2019) (see also https://www.
wkms.org/term/scopes#stream/o).

History Lists (2019). Top 10 trials of the 20th century. https://historylists.org/
events/top-10-trials-of-the-20th-century.html (accessed October 9, 
2019).

Moore, R. (1998). Thanking Susan Epperson. American Biology Teacher, 60, 
642–646.

Moore, R. (2016a). A Field Guide to the Scopes Trial. Dayton, TN: Rhea County 
Historical and Genealogical Society.

Moore, R. (2016b). A gathering of John Scopes’s family and friends. Reports of 
the National Center for Science Education, 36(4), 4–5.

Moore, R. (2016c). A gathering of John Scopes’s family and friends. Video 
made by Rhea County Historical and Genealogical Society, July 17, 2016.

Moore, R. (2019). Personal communications. These descendants, and the 
dates of my most recent meetings with them, include John Scopes Jr., a 
son of John Scopes, and his wife Jan, in Lafayette, Louisiana, May 12–15, 
2019; William “Bill” Scopes, a son of John Scopes, and his wife Jackie, 
in Guntersville, Alabama, March 12–14, 2016; Jackie Scopes, John 
Scopes’s daughter-in-law, in Guntersville, Alabama, November 19, 2016; 

Nancy Rose, John Scopes’s great-grandniece, in Dayton, Tennessee, 
July 19–20, 2016; Susan Brooks, John Scopes’s great-grandniece, and 
her husband, Chris, in Paducah, Kentucky, and in Dayton, Tennessee, 
July 18–20, 2019; Richard Heflin, John Scopes’s great-grandnephew, in 
Paducah, Kentucky, April 21–24, 2017; Lisa Rennegarbe, John Scopes’s 
great-grandniece, in Bowling Green, Kentucky, June 2–5, 2019; Jeanette 
Gilliam Travis, John Scopes’s grandniece, in Paducah, Kentucky, April 
21–24, 2017. I also met several times with acquaintances of John Scopes, 
including Jim Presley (John Scopes’s biographer) in Texarkana, Texas, 
on February 6, 2016; Jerry Tompkins (John Scopes’s editor) in Dayton, 
Tennessee, on July 19–20, 2016; and Susan Epperson (whose court case, 
Epperson v. Arkansas, overturned the law used to convict John Scopes 
in Dayton) and her husband, Jon, in Larkspur, Colorado, on November 
1–2, 2018. Quotations were also taken from a symposium titled “A Gath-
ering of John Scopes’s Family and Friends,” held on July 17, 2016, in Day-
ton Tennessee (Moore, 2016b, c). Before and since these meetings, I’ve 
also met and communicated repeatedly with most of these people (e.g., 
via telephone, e-mail). I thank all of these friends for sharing their time, 
stories, and mementos with me.

Moore, R. (2020). The long and lingering shadow of the Scopes Trial. Ameri-
can Biology Teacher, 82, 81–84.

Moore, R. & McComas, W.F. (2016). Images of America: The Scopes Monkey 
Trial. Pleasant, SC: Arcadia.

Osborn, H.F. (1925). The Earth Speaks to Bryan. New York, NY: Charles Scrib-
ner’s Sons.

Paducah Sun (1901). Socialist nominations. May 28.

Presley, J. (2019). E-mail to Randy Moore, dated December 22, 2019.

Scopes, J.T. & Presley, J. (1967). Center of the Storm: Memoirs of John T. Scopes. 
New York, NY: Holt Rinehart and Winston.

Shelton, S. & Smith, M.A. (1979). Lela Scopes. McCracken County (Kentucky) 
Public Library, Digital Collections. Oral Histories-KOHC 1974-1979; 
Filename: 1976OH79.21-Lela Scopes.mp3; Identifier: 1976OH79.21; 
Recorded July 18, 1979.

RANDY MOORE is a Professor in the Department of Biology Teaching & 
Learning, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN 55455. E-mail: RMoore@
umn.edu.


